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Introduction 
Infectious diseases in agriculture cause considerable 
damage to both livestock and humans. Antimicrobial 
agents have been used to treat these conditions; how- 
ever, their precise role has been the subject of debate 
and discussion since the Swann Report in 1969. The 
emergence of antimicrobial resistance has heightened 
awareness of the use of these agents in non-human 
applications such as the raising of poultry and other 
livestock. 
The use or misuse of any antimicrobial agent carries 
some potential risk to humans, and as the pool of 
resistant strains grows globally, the possible impact 
of the use of certain compounds in food-producing 
animals is being discussed. Already, several regulatory 
bodies in Europe and elsewhere have restricted or 
removed some antibiotics from agricultural use in an 
effort to slow or postpone the emergence of resistance. 
In the USA, there has been widespread debate as to the 
real impact of the use of specific classes of antimicrobials 
such as the fluoroquinolones. Recent legal moves by the 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and its Center 
for Veterinary Medicine (CVM) focused on the removal 
of these agents from poultry production in an effort 
to stop fluoroquinolone resistance emerging in human 
isolates of Carnpylobacter. The Notice of Opportunity 
for Hearing was issued in October 2000, with a response 
by one pharmaceutical company in February 2001 leading 
to a judiciary hearing, which is scheduled to culminate 
in 2003. This supplement reflects the presentations of 
many participants in the discussion, including poultry 
producers, microbiologists, risk assessors, infectious 
disease experts, and veterinarians, all of whom are fully 
aware of the risks and benefits of antimicrobial use in 
agriculture. The meeting was co-chaired by a veterin- 
arian specializing in food animal medicine, Professor 
Otto Radostits, and a physician and infectious disease 
expert, Professor Ethan Rubinstein. 
The following papers and discussion reflect the 
presentations and candid discussion. 
